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number

With Fall in the air, we find that there can be a lot of changes taking place in our lives. The temperature 
cools and the weather is often wet or snowy. Leaves fall from the trees and outdoor plants either die off or 
change to a dormant state.  Sometimes it is hard for us to live with changes.  We get stuck in our comfortable 
routines and hate change.  But some change is inevitable. Our bodies for example grow and decline over time. 
Sometimes it’s our most useful things that become less and less reliable. 

So, what do we do about. Complaining doesn’t do much good. You really can’t escape changes.  
So, let’s be …

#1 Thankful that we can change.

#2 Plan for changes and make them work to our advantage.

#3 expect the unexpected and keep a positive attitude.

#4 Remember that with God’s help we can endure and achieve all that he asks.

But most of all, let’s give thanks to God and all those that have lived before us that made life better than they had it. Especially our 
pioneer legacy.

Happy Thanksgiving.
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2026 NATIONAL TREK  |  AMERICA 250 TOUR

This was such a glorious 
experience with many new 
friends!  To share many of 
the events of our divinely 
orchestrated American history 
touched our hearts deeply 
and gave us a profound sense 
of gratitude for the privilege 
of being born in this "choice 
land" chosen by God as a place 
of freedom and opportunity 
where the gospel could be 
restored.  A big Thank You to 
John Beck, Steve Kruman, and 
Paul Wright along with Lynette, 
Aly and Trisha for their help 
and support.
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SILAS HARRIS, A SOUTHERN UTAH PIONEER 

Soon after I was born [in 
Indiana], we moved into 
Missouri.  When about 10 
years old, I was taken very 
sick.  My Uncle William 
Hawk, who was a doctor, 
was sent for.  He, having 
embraced the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, said he would 

not administer any medication, but would go for 
the Elders.  Although at that time I had not been 
baptized, I at once found myself exercising faith 
in the administration of the Elders and felt sure I 
would recover.

The Elders lived several miles away.  When they 
arrived, I was already better.  They administered 
to me and I rapidly recovered.  This is my first 
recollection of faith in the gospel as revealed to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith.

I was baptized in Goose Creek near Far West, 
Missouri, when [I was] about 14 years old. . . in 
October 1838.  About this time, we moved out of 
Missouri, because of the persecution, and moved to 
Montrose, Iowa, where I lived with the family until 
the exodus of the Saints from Nauvoo.

The family joined the Camp of Israel in the Spring 
of 1846.  Two or three days before our arrival at 
Council Bluffs, the news reached us that a battalion 
of our people had been called by the government, to 
join the U.S. Army to fight Mexico. . .

Without any serious thought on the subject, I said 
I was going.  The saying uttered lightly, proved 

prophetic.  I joined Company B under Capt. Jesse B. 
Hunter . . . until disbanded at Los Angeles in 1847.

At Fort Leavenworth, I was taken sick with 
mumps.  Rather than go on the sick list in the hands 
of an unfriendly doctor, I marched in the ranks, 
taking such care of myself as I could under the 
circumstances, and taking the advice of my Uncle 
William Hawk.  I did not recover until the Battalion 
reached Santa Fe.  Much of the time during the 
march I acted as teamster.

President Brigham Young promised the Battalion 
boys, before they left for their long journey that 
if they would be faithful and not unnecessarily 
destroy property belonging to others as they passed 
through, and not destroy life, they would not have 
to fire a gun.  This promise was realized by our 
Mormon boys.

After being discharged, I went to San Francisco 
where I remained during winter of 1847-48.  In 
the Spring of [1848] in connection with my Uncle 
William Hawk, we advertised to take the mail by 
way of Salt Lake to the Missouri River at the rate 
of 50 [cents] per letter.  The enterprise proved a 
success.  We traveled the northern route to Salt Lake 
by the Truckee River.  We had sufficient company 
to make a party of 16 men.  As we were constantly 
on guard against Indians attacking . . .  we left San 
Francisco, April 15, [1848]. . . crossing the Sierra 
Nevadas [where] the snow was so deep and soft, we 
were compelled to lay over.  During this time, the 
Indians stole all our horses.  However, the animals 
were recovered.  We arrived in Salt Lake about the 
middle of June.  Uncle William Hawk went on to 

the Missouri River with the mail, and I remained in 
Salt Lake until August when I started for Council 
Bluffs with pack animals and a party of 12 men, 
mostly Battalion men . . .

At the head of the Sweet Water River, we met 
[President] Young with a company of Saints on 
their way to Salt Lake.  They were unloading part 
of their teams to send back to the Missouri River 
. . . to assist others of the Saints the following 
season.  Myself and party returned with [Captain 
Allen] Taylor, arriving in Council Bluffs about the 
middle of October.  Here I met my parents after 14 
months separation, having left them encamped by 
the wayside.  They were well and living on Little 
Pigeon Creek . . .  now Council Bluffs. . . 

In the Spring of 1849, the family began 
preparations for the long journey to Salt Lake.  
We started in June in Captain Taylor’s 100.  After 
crossing South Fork, we had a stampede in which 
Margaret Harris Hawk, wife of Uncle William 
Hawk, was killed.  The family was traveling with 
Reddick Allred’s 50.

On [September] 2, 1849, I married Sariah Aldridge 
at Independence Rock.  She was the daughter of 
William Aldridge Jr. and Betsy Vanblaricum.  The 
company arrived in Salt Lake about the middle of 
October.  My family settled in Bountiful.  

[After living in several towns in Southern Utah 
and San Bernardino, California, Silas died of La 
Grippe [the flu] in Glendale, Utah, March 12, 1897.]

1 Familysearch.org photo submitted by Linford Douglas Moncur

An autobiography by Silas Harris 1824-1897
Submitted to the SUP Library by the SUP Red Rock Chapter, October 2, 2017
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UPTLA #27 at Rock Creek (near South Pass), Wyoming memorializes the 
Willie’s Handcart Company. Captain James G. Willie’s handcart company 
of Mormon emigrants on the way to Utah, greatly exhausted by the deep 
snows of an early winter and suffering from lack of food and clothing, had 
assembled here for reorganization by relief parties from Utah, about the 
end of October 1856.  Thirteen persons were frozen to death during a single 
night and were buried here in one grave. Two others died the next day and 
were buried nearby. Of the company of 404 persons 77 perished before help 
arrived. The survivors reached Salt Lake City November 9, 1856. 

An additional marker gives the names of those who died: “In memory of 
those members of the Willie Handcart Co.” whose journey started too late 
and ended too early and were buried here in a circular grave October 24 & 
25, 1856

UPTLA #27   |    GPS: N42 26 19.4, W108 37 23.7 ELEVATION 7360 FEET (42.4387222, -108.6232500)

WillieHandcartCompany
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Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Chapter 
NEW ANNUAL MEMBERS
David Maathuis. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ogden Valley
Michael Edmonds. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Temple Quarry
Robert Munson. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cotton Mission
Jared Grigg. .  .  .  .  . Upper Snake River Valley 
Darrell L. Rector . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ogden Pioneer
Bradford P Moyes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Temple Quarry 
Robert Herbstritt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sevier Valley
Michael John Shaffer. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bountiful

 If you would like to have your chapter news printed in the Trail Marker please do the following:

 1. �Write-up should be one-paragraph  (Less than 250 words) in MS Word or send as the text of an email. NO pdf files.

2. Attach 1 quality jpeg photograph to your email

3. Email to:   rolandleefamily@gmail.com

4. News must be received by the 25th of each month

Compiled by Roland Lee

FOR UPCOMING SUP NATIONAL EVENTS, CLICK HERE

Zoom link will be provided to those  
invited to attend:

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP TRAININGS: 
Saturday, November 7  |  10am-12pm 
Idaho, Utah North, Ogden & Davis Counties

UPCOMING 
NATIONAL TRAININGS

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Chapter 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Tyler Daviau . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Boulder Dam
David A Wilson. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brigham Young

CHAPTER ETERNAL MEMBERS
Don R Cowley. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Box Elder
Larry Stucki. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Salt Lake City

  BOULDER DAM CHAPTER - Boulder City / Las Vegas, Nevada

Boulder Dam members

Dinner Meeting. The Boulder Dam Chapter met on October 16, 2026, for 

a Potluck Party at the 5th Street Chapel in Boulder City. It was a wonderful 

dinner. Three of our new members received their Chapter vests. Adrynne Muir 

was the guest speaker and told of her pioneer heritage and the hardships they 

went through having to move from Kirtland to Missouri to Nauvoo and finally 

being driven out of Nauvoo. At Sugar Creek, her great-great grandfather died 

along with a large number of other saints. A monument has been erected on 

their behalf.    

Trek. This month's trek took us to the new Lone Mountain Temple site, 

where construction is underway. The missionary couple who is on site told 

us about the many challenges we have had to face getting it built. We then 

drove to Mt. Charleston to check out the autumn leaves and enjoyed lunch 

on the mountain. Mt. Charleston is a towering peak rising 11,916 feet. It is 

our understanding that the early Saints at the Old Mormon Fort in Las Vegas 

gathered lumber and firewood from its forest. 

mailto:email:%20rolandleefamily%40gmail.com?subject=Chapter%20News
https://www.sup1847.com/calendar
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  BRIGHAM YOUNG CHAPTER - Provo, Utah
The Brigham Young Chapter held its meeting on October 22, 

2026, at the Culinary Arts Institute, Utah Valley University. Our 
speaker was Dr. Kenneth L. Alford. He is Professor of Church 
History and Doctrine at Brigham Young University and a retired 
U.S. Army Colonel. Dr. Alford served in numerous assignments 
over almost 30 years on active duty in the Army—including 
at the Pentagon, supporting Pershing nuclear missile units, 
managing more than $5.5 billion in government information 
technology contracts, teaching computer science at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, and serving as Department 
Chair and Professor of Strategic Leadership at the National 
Defense University in Washington, DC. He has published 
and presented a wide range of subjects, authoring and editing 

fourteen books and more than 200 articles. Ken and his late wife, 
Sherilee, have four wonderful children and twenty amazing 
grandchildren. The title of his presentation was “God’s Hand in 
America’s Birth.” In this presentation he provided evidence of 
God’s hand and intervention during the American Revolutionary 
War — discussing 1 Nephi 13, George Washington and the 
Founding Fathers, wartime weather, and the West Point chain 
across the Hudson River. Detailed information covered in this 
lecture is available from an article written by Kenneth Alford 
entitled, “Delivered by the Power of God”: Nephi’s Vison of 
America’s Birth.: Click HERE.

Kenneth L. Alford

The Cedar City Chapter has been actively working on the 
Mormon Battalion grave marker project. Most of the graves 
in our area already have medallions on them from SUP. We 
have identified a couple in Beaver County that do not. We 
hope to arrange a suitable ceremony to take care of these last 
two and may try to involve the families of those that already 

have medallions to participate as well. As a note, Family Search 
contains a wealth of information on most of those persons 
identified as members of the Mormon Battalion. There are 
photographs, stories, and all kinds of information readily 
available, such as the photo of the grave marker in the Beaver 
cemetery for John Riggs Murdock shown here.

  CEDAR CITY CHAPTER - Cedar City, Utah

Battalion Monuments

  CENTERVILLE CHAPTER - Centerville, Utah

Greg Jarrard and Brent Schick

Our Centerville Chapter meeting for October included a 
wonderful dinner prepared by members or our chapter and 
included chili, cornbread, Caesar salad and ice cream sandwiches. 
Our chapter president was not able to attend this month so our 
chapter Secretary, Brent Schick, conducted the meeting. Our guest 
speaker was Greg Jarrard. Greg spoke about his new book entitled 
Marching on Zion which visited the Utah war period 1857-58. 
Much of his presentation talked about Thomas Kane’s involvement 
with the saints during that time period. He explained how Thomas 
Kane took a boat from Keokuk Iowa across the river to Nauvoo. 
He saw the beautiful city there and was amazed to see that city 

empty because the saints had moved on to Winter Quarters. He 
also talked about the Mormon Battalion, when 500 LDS men were 
recruited to serve in the Spanish American War and how that 
helped the Saints financially and in other ways. Thomas Kane 
became good friends with the saints and at one time became very 
ill and was given a blessing by the Church’s Patriarch. Thomas 
recovered and became a close friend of the Church and helped 
them politically because of his many political connections. Some of 
brother Jarrard’s presentation was done with dialogue which was 
created by him between characters but also included historical facts 
which made it an interesting presentation. 

http://Scholarsarchives.byu.edu/cgi/viewconteny. cgi?article=2655&context=facpubci
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Dinner Meeting. Sister Toni Brooks Caplin was the speaker at 
our October 20 dinner meeting. She spoke about her own ancestor 
George Brooks. Toni and her husband Steven were recently 
released as counselor and assistant matron in the St. George LDS 
Temple presidency. 

Mini Trek. On October 24 our chapter enjoyed a mini trek to the 
pioneer home of Mike Eager in Santa Clara, Utah. Located adjacent 
to the Jacob Hamblin LDS historic site, the home is a veritable 

living museum with many pioneer and Native American artifacts 
throughout the home and grounds. We had a live demonstration 
of Sorghum making using an old sorghum press driven by a 
belt hooked to a 1945 John Deere tractor. The sorghum cane is 
grown on the property and the stalks are run through the press 
which squeezes out the juice. The juice looks and tastes similar to 
molasses. 

  COTTON MISSION CHAPTER - St George, Utah

Mike Eager runs sorghum 
extractor

Brian Stutzman

  EAGLE ROCK CHAPTER - Idaho Falls, Idaho
Brian Stutzman was invited to speak and present to us this 

month. He is an Idaho businessman, author, and longtime 
student of the life and prophecies of Joseph Smith. He founded 
Business Phone Specialists in 1996 and led the company for 
nearly three decades before selling it in 2026. For more than a 
decade, Brian has researched and written about early Latter-
day Saint history, with a particular focus on Joseph Smith’s 
prophecies, and Warsaw Illinois. Warsaw was the home to the 
mob that killed Joseph and Hyrum, and Brian wrote the history 
of that town. He also is the author of two books on the subject 
of Joseph's prophecies and has appeared on over 50 podcasts 

discussing Church history. He currently teaches BYU Pathway 
institute for his calling, and his favorite calling was serving as 
YSA Bishop at BYU Idaho. Brian and his wife, Alane, are the 
parents of four sons and have 6 grandchildren. They spend part 
of the year in Nauvoo, Illinois, where they founded and operate 
the free Martyrdom Stories Museum, devoted to preserving and 
teaching the history surrounding Joseph and Hyrum Smith and 
the events of 1844. They also spend part of the year in Florida. 
Brian enjoys researching, writing, teaching, traveling, and 
sharing the remarkable stories and fulfilled prophecies found 
throughout the history of the Restoration.

  HURRICANE CHAPTER - Hurricane, Utah
In our September meeting on 9/23/2026 we had a wonderful 

presentation from President Kelly and Tina Lundeen on 
their experience as mission president and matron in Africa. 
They served in the Benin Cotonou Mission and shared many 
memorable times and the love they gained for the people and 
areas they served. Their power-point presentation as well as the 
memorabilia brought home as precious gifts were awe inspiring 
to our members.

Kelly and Tina Lundeen
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Congressman Chris Stewart was the speaker at our 
October Chapter meeting. Stewart was the Congressman 
serving in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2013 to 
2023 and represented the 2nd district from Utah. Writing this 
article is difficult as just words cannot describe the positive 
feelings we all felt as we listened to Chris Stewart share a 
few of his experiences serving as a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for about ten years. How does a person 
describe back to you readers what we felt when Chris told 
of an immigrant, he met in a foreign country whose face had 
been disfigured from a beating and flesh cutting he received 
breaking every facial bone in the immigrant’s head. All the 
immigrant did was to say to a neighbor in a friendly discussion 
this comment, “I hope one day our kids have freedom.” 
The neighbor turned him in to government officials and the 
government thugs nearly killed the immigrant for what he 

said. Chris said that we, as citizens, should not take being 
free for granted. There is a phrase in the U. S. Declaration 
of Independence that was drafted by Thomas Jefferson and 
adopted by the Continental Congress in 1776 that reads “Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”  Stewart went on to 
say there is much debate on what the “Pursuit of Happiness” 
represents. He said he believes it means that we should all strive 
to live and pursue a moral life and by so doing that will result 
in a life of happiness. Our speaker went on to say what a great 
state Utah is. A special and unique place where it is a good 
place to start a business and a great state to live in and raise a 
family. He paid tribute to the early pioneers who created the 
foundation of this state. Thank you, Chris Stewart, for sharing 
this portion of your life with us. Very inspirational and thought 
provoking in content.

  JORDAN RIVER TEMPLE CHAPTER - South Jordan, Utah

Boyd Knight and Chris Stewart

John Heywood

  MORGAN PIONEER CHAPTER - Morgan, Utah
Monday, October 19, the Morgan Chapter of the Sons of 

the Utah Pioneers held their monthly luncheon with their 
wives at the Rock Chapel. Board member, George Newton 
invited chapter members to participate next week in placing 
grave markers for members of the Mormon Battalion who are 
buried in Morgan County. Bob Bell, brother-in-law to chapter 
member Richard Bohman, was in attendance and presented to 
the chapter a packet of brochures he designed and printed for 
chapter members to use when inviting friends to be part of the 
Chapter. Samples were given to each member. 

Chapter member, Rick London presented the “Pioneer 
Moment” introducing himself and then sharing the life sketch of 
his great grandfather, Herbert Benjamin Crouch. Brother Crouch 
was a dynamic resident of Morgan, an entrepreneur, banker, 
church leader. state legislator and mayor of Morgan City. We 
are all grateful for his contributions to the community, the 
church and the many lives he touched. 

After a wonderful lunch by “Larry’s to Go” our main 
speaker was John Heywood, current principal of the Morgan 
Seminary. Brother Heywood has taught seminary for 26 years 
along the Wasatch front and has been a resident of Morgan for 
the last 17 years. He and his wife Sunni are the parents of three 
children. Principal Heywood shared with the chapter members 
some of the history of seminary here in Morgan. He showed 
photos and details of the events leading up to the completion 
of the new seminary building and shared pictures of the “new 
concept” classrooms and facilities. Morgan Seminary has been 
and still is one of the most successful seminary programs in the 
Church. Brother Heywood shared an impressive list of missions 
throughout the world where seminary graduates from Morgan 
are currently serving. He invited chapter members to visit the 
new facility when possible. Thank you, Principal Heywood and 
the other seminary instructors, for the blessing you are to our 
children, our grandchildren and the community. 
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  MOUNTAIN VALLEY CHAPTER - Heber City, Utah
The Mountain Valley Chapter held their Chapter Meeting 

on October 8, 2026. The guest speaker was Morgan Murdock 
from Heber City, Utah. Morgan is a school teacher in Heber 
City and is a member of the Heber City Council. Morgan gave 
a presentation about Pioneer Joseph Stacy Murdock who is his 
3rd Great Grandfather. Joseph was called by Brigham Young 
to settle in Heber Valley about 1860. He was ordained the first 
bishop in Heber City and represented Wasatch County in the 
Utah Territorial Legislature. Bishop Murdock negotiated and 
signed a peace treaty with Ute Chief Tabby-To-Kwanah at 

his home in Heber on August 19, 1867. A positive friendship 
developed between Chief Tabby and Bishop Murdock. When 
Chief Tabby’s son Tom died in a hunting accident, he brought 
his son to Bishop Murdock for burial in the “white” way in the 
Heber Cemetery. Then Chief Tabby brought his son’s pony to 
the grave, killed the pony and burned it over the grave in the 
“Indian” way. This story is preserved with a SUP Monument at 
the gravesite and a statue of Chief Tabby and a pony nearby in 
the Cemetery.

Morgan Murdock

  OGDEN PIONEER CHAPTER - Ogden, Utah
During our October Chapter meeting Robert Oswald 

Scott was recognized as a 21St Century Pioneer. This award 
is presented twice each year to a chapter member who has 
demonstrated throughout his life the Pioneer Values of the 
National Society of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The recipients 
share their life history including significant events which 
demonstrate their commitment to the Pioneer Values. Rob is 
the immediate past president of the Ogden Pioneer Chapter 
and is currently serving as the Ogden Area Vice President.  He 
was raised in Billings, MT, and served a mission to the Eastern 
Atlantic States. He served in the U.S. Airforce on active duty 

and the reserves. Rob had a successful career in City/County 
Planning and Development in Utah and Oregon. He holds a 
BA degree from Brigham Young University and a master’s 
degree in public administration (MPA) from the University of 
Utah. He has served his church as a bishop, stake president, 
and as a senior couple missionary with his wife, Judy, in the My 
Hometown Ogden mission of the Church. Rob and Judy are the 
parents of four children and six grandchildren. Rob spends his 
spare time at a family ranch near Coalville, UT, making sure 
this land is preserved for the enjoyment of future generations. 
Congratulations Rob – this is well deserved.

Rob & Judy Scott

  SALT LAKE PIONEER CHAPTER - Downtown Salt Lake City, Utah
When: --Wednesday, November 11, 12PM

�Location: �Education Center by LDS Hospital 
(8th Ave and C Street. North of the main hospital 
doors on the west side of the hospital). Parking 
garages are across the street, to the west.

Cost: $25 Per Person
Porter Rockwell

Speaker: Chad Stowell

Chad will be speaking about his great-great-great grandfather Porter 
Rockwell. He will be highlighting stories and accounts from his life 
that are often overlooked; revealing the faith, devotion, and character 
of this misunderstood icon from Church history. 
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  SETTLEMENT CANYON CHAPTER - Tooele, Utah

Frank Fuller Judd

In December 2002 Frank Fuller Judd completed a successful 
career as a research scientist in the development of optical 
semiconductor devices. He then spent the next twenty 
years researching his Judd ancestors and the times in which 
they lived. Visiting every place they had lived in the USA 
and Canada. On October 1, 2026, Frank Fuller Judd, Ph.D. 
entertained the Settlement Canyon Chapter with real life details 
from the book he wrote, titled “Rachel Judd Hamblin, One of 
God’s Angels” to quote Teresa Orton, Museum Director of the 
DUP McQuarrie Memorial Museum, St George, UT. The book 
is a wonderful story of the human spirit overcoming many 
tragedies and surviving many hardships. Rachel possessed 
such great faith in a new religion to which she devoted her 
life. She consecrated herself to the ideal of finding Zion, a 
peaceful home where she could her raise family and have a 

good life. Rachel experienced great historical events such as 
the “Mountain Meadow Massacre” from the sidelines but 
suffered through all the consequences of those events. “When 
the wagons with the crying and blood-stained children reach 
Hamblin’s ranch, Rachel Hamblin took them into her shanty 
and surrounding yard. She did her best, one woman caring for 
seventeen children, in addition to her own. Some babies were 
still nursing and wailed for the comfort of their mother’s breast. 
Two of the young survivors showed outward wounds. Sarah 
Frances Baker’s ear was bleeding, and little Sarah Dunlap’s arm 
still oozed near the elbow, “the bone being entirely severed. 
The inner damage was still worse--young hearts and minds in 
terrible trauma. Though they had not had peaceful rest in days, 
the ‘children cried all night’” 

Tom and Gayle Holdman 
receiving Modern Pioneer award

   SQUAW PEAK CHAPTER - Provo, Utah
Trek to UVU. The Fulton Library at Utah Valley University 

has an impressive stained-glass display called “Roots of 
Knowledge.” On September 22nd, chapter members enjoyed the 
personal experience of the artist, Orem native Tom Holdman, 
who shared insights on the creation of this work. The chapter 
presented Mr. Holdman the “Modern Pioneer” award for his 
positive impact on the local community and the LDS Church 
through his dedicated work as an artist.

Mormon Battalion Memorials. In a ceremony on October 
10th, the chapter placed memorial medallions at the graves of 
three Mormon Battalion members who are buried in Provo City 
Cemetery.

October Dinner Meeting. Following a catered dinner, Ryan 
Madsen, director of the Orem Heritage Museum, regaled us 
with visuals and interesting stories of some of the many artifacts 
on display in the museum.
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  UPPER SNAKE RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER - Rexburg, Idaho

Summer Picnic

Summer Picnic: August 27th, 2026. Friends and members of 
our local chapter met at the pavilion of the Rexburg Idaho Center 
Stake to enjoy a potluck dinner of fried chicken, corn-on-the-cob, 
tasty salads, and yummy deserts. 

Historical Minute: Louis Clements shared the history of 
Madison County. 

Program for October’s Member Meeting: Grant Johnson, 
President of the Sugar City Area Historical Society, gave a 
presentation about the history of the Sugar City Area and the 
activities of their historical society. He was assisted by his wife, 

Linda (Co-President), and his daughter Amy. The theme of 
their society is “Preserving the Past, Inspiring the Future.” He 
presented slides and pictures of the early years of Sugar City, 
including the Fremont County Bank of 1903, whose president was 
Joseph F. Smith. The big Sugar Beet Factory was one of the largest 
in America at time it was functioning. 

Grant also showed slides of early buildings, including the 
Fremont County Bank, the Rock School, the Rock Church, the 
Grey Church, and the Weada Theatre. 

  TEMPLE FORK CHAPTER - Logan, Utah
On Monday the 19th of. October the Temple Fork Chapter 

held its October meeting at the Logan Country Club. We had a 
large attendance with 45 in attendance. We presented Edward 
Winger with a Modern Pioneer Award for his service to Logan 
through his business, The Plant Peddler, his community service, 
lifelong church service and for exemplifying the pioneer 
spirit. Our guest speaker was Kerry Watts from Smithfield. 

He has a fantastic family history going back to early Virginia. 
He continues his love for history and preserving history in 
Smithfield. He owns Watts Auto and has murals depicting 
local history painted on his business buildings. Everyone who 
attended came away with a better knowledge and love for local 
Cache Valley history. 

Kerry Watts

For over 75Years, the Sons of Utah Pioneers Pioneer Magazine has provided a venue for award-winning 
authors to cast fresh light on significant Utah historical events, people, and places. Utah’s fascinating 
story is told in each beautifully illustrated issue with riveting text, exquisite art and rich photography.
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https://www.sup1847.com/store
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